Connector

CASA OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2025

CASA of
Allegheny
County is
Platinum

CASA has earned Platinum
status, the highest level
possible, for transparency
with Candid (formerly
GuideStar). Transparency
includes providing
information on our mission,
leadership,, and finances.
“We are proud to provide
this high-level transparency
to our donors about CASA/
said Executive Director
Melissa Protzek, Esq.

DONOR IMPACT
EXEMPLIFIED

Many of us enjoy the excitement of a new experience. Be it a climbing wall, hang
gliding, or learning to knit or playing the guitar, the thrill of success gives us confi-
dence. On the other hand, kids who are in the family court system due to maltreat-
ment crave stability and sameness. They want to feel safe, to know that they have
a bed for sleeping in, a nutritious meal to eat, and to not be afraid of someone in
the home. Enter CASA.

In looking out for the best interests of the child, a volunteer CASA provides the
needed stability and safety to the child’s chaotic life. In these turbulent times, lack of
excitement is just what a CASA kid craves. Below are examples of CASAs doing what
CASA does best. It may not bring the thrill of a happy ending that makes a good
story, but it is life-changing.

Thrice as Nice

Three siblings are in the care of their grandmother because neither of their parents
are able to appropriately care for them. Each one has educational delays since they

missed so many days of school before coming to live with their grandmother whom Platinumh

they call “Gran.” Their CASA worked with their school and grandmother to assure the Transparency
three CASA kids finished out the school year strong and also worked to enroll the 2025

kids in extended school year classes over the summer. This was in alignment with 4 ”eg%/-'eff ggunw
their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and is a safeguard against the “summer slide.” Candid.
These steps help ensure that the educational gains made by the kids will be enhanced

during the summer and allow them to start school in the fall on solid foundation.
Candid is an information
services specializing in
reporting on US nonp
organizations®#GASA’s
(organizationa a
_can be found at c

No Summer Brealk

Many of our CASA kids receive school-based therapy throughout the school year, but
the issues don’t go away in the summer. For one child, there was no process for our
CASA kid to receive therapy while not in school. Unfortunately, this issue hadn't been
identified and had been lost in the shuffle of end-of-school-year responsibilities and
activities. However, the child’s CASA worked with the mental health therapist to as-
sure that sessions could continue over the summer. Our CASA kid received continued
mental health services and did not experience a disruption in much-neede

Trust Continues

A former CASA kid, who is now 19 years old, was experiencing issues in their |i fin
rangement. The young man reached out to his CASA asking for help with resou

get out of a bad situation. Although the young man’s court ¢ase closed 18 mont

' - (cont’d on page
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he remains in consistent contact
with his CASA, seeking out advice
and guidance to navigate the world
as a young adult. His CASA contact-
ed several resources and shelters
and assisted the young man in
accessing services and communi-
ty-based help and support.

CASA is constantly and consistently
present in the child’s life and look-
ing out for their needs. Without this
everyday care and concern, the
child’s ability to heal is in jeopardy.

Thank you for your support in the
future of our CASA kids. You enable
such day-to-day, yet incredibly cru-
cial activities to take place. For them
to know that someone is looking
out for them is life-changing!

2024 in REVIEW

In 2024, 69 CASA volunteers served
128 children. Of our revenue,
foundations and corporations
provided 60% of our support while
reimbursements from the county
provided 25%. Community organi-
zations, the state and individuals
comprised the remainder.

REVENUE: $652,741

10%
25% 1%

11%'

& FOUNDATIONS

& COUNTY

& CORPORATIONS

& INDIVIDUALS
STATE

@ ORGANIZATIONS

49%

TIPS for TAX~SMART GIVING

SMART GIVING THROUGH YOUR IRA

If you are age 70 2 or more, you can reduce your income by using your (or
part of) annual RMD (required minimum distribution) to make charitable gifts
to qualified charities. While there isn't a charitable deduction, the amount giv-
en directly to charity counts as part of your RMD and isn't considered income.
Even if you aren't required to take an RMD (the current mandatory age is 73
and will increase to 75), you can make such gifts beginning at age 70 . Each
taxpayer can give up to $108,00 annually from their traditional IRA.

TAX SMART GIVING ~ STOCKS AND MUTUAL FUNDS

Even though the stock markets are a bit rough right now, many stock own-
ers have mutual funds and stocks that have increased in value since they
were purchased, maybe decades ago. By donating appreciated securities to
a charity, such as CASA, you can avoid long-term (held more than one year)
capital gains taxes on their appreciation in value. Not only will you avoid
capital gains on the increase in value since you bought it, you will also re-
ceive face value gift credit and bring hope to at-risk children. Win-win! You've
made a gift that will help abused or neglected children in Allegheny County
to begin healing from their trauma and prevent future child maltreatment.
Here is one resource with more information: https://www.investopedia.com/

ask/answers/07/donatestock.asp

If you plan to make a gift of stocks
or mutual funds, pleaseé us know
and we can properly thank you be-
surprisingly, brokers may no
isinformationtous.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Talk with your financial advisor or
visit our website at www.pgh-casa.org

¢ Email devel

opment@;)g h-casa.org

OUR GENEROUS DONORS

We are incredibly grateful to the corporations, foundations, clubs and donor
advised funds who contributed to CASA during our 2024 fiscal year.

FISA Foundation

Kerr Engineered Sales Company

Calvary Community at Calvary
Episcopal Church

Jack Buncher Foundation

Hilltop Heroes at North Hills
High School

Grable Foundation

WOMEN of Southwestern PA

Sixth Presbyterian Church
Youth Group

Nina Baldwin Fisher Foundation

Cottage Bridge Foundation

W.I. Patterson Charitable Fund

Birmingham Foundation

Hansen Foundation

FedEx Global

Snee-Reinhardt Charitable
Foundation

Anne L. & George H. Clapp
Charitable & Educational Trust

J.T. Becker & Company

Jennie K. Scaife Charitable
Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

National Philanthropic Trust

Richard King Mellon Foundation

United Way of Southwestern PA

NiSource Charitable Foundation

Arians Family Foundation

Frank and Ann Cahouet
Foundation



MEDICAID AE

Along with many of you, | have been
following closely the cuts to gov-
ernment programs. It's not because
these changes affect CASA directly

- in fact our organization receives
less than $6,00 in federal funding. It's
because the reductions could hurt
the children and families we serve.

Here, I'm focusing on Medicaid
since many of our CASA kids rely on
Medicaid for their health-
care. This article attempts
to lay out the facts of
significant reductions in

Medicaid is
the largest

health needs stemming from their ex-
posure to trauma, abuse, neglect and
maltreatment.

Currently, 70% of private physicians
accept patients who utilize Medicaid.
Most providers who do not accept
Medicaid insurance cite lower reim-
bursement rates and higher adminis-
trative burdens than for other insurers.

With the proposed
cuts further straining
the public system,
fewer doctors and

Medicaid funding in a SQUIrce pediattricl.ian: WO:Id
non-political way. S AL iy v
P g thea]-th use Medicaid. This
It is important to under- Covefage fO]f' results in fewer care
stand that 40% of all chil- an Chﬂdfen providers, well child

dren and 99% of children
in foster care are eligible
for Medicaid coverage.
Medicaid is the largest
source of health coverage
for all children in the United States.

Medicaid is a joint state and federally
funded healthcare safety net pro-
gram for low-income children and
families, the elderly and the disabled,
including working adults in low-
wage jobs. For context in 2023, the
average household income in Allegh-
eny County was $76,393, and 40% of
the Pittsburgh regional population
lives at or below the poverty line of
$50,000 for a family of four. The 2025
Medicaid threshold in Pennsylvania is
$52,088.

Lack of access to healthcare can have
wide-ranging negative impacts on
children, especially children in the
family court system who are among
the most vulnerable populations in
the United States. Children in Family
Court often have multiple complex
physical, emotional and mental

in the United
States.

check-ups and ther-
apy sessions, along
with loss of specialty
care for children with
complex or chronic
conditions and delays in receiving
treatment due to strains on the health-
care system.

Without Medicaid, many families
would face high out-of-pocket medical
costs, leading some families to choose
between healthcare and other basic
needs like food or rent. This econom-
ic stress can contribute to
a cycle of poverty and
increase the number
of children who live

in poverty in Allegh-
eny County, currently
33,902 children or 15%
of our child popula-
tion.

Also concerning
is that kids in
foster care often
move from one
home to anoth-

EALTHCARE SAFETY NET

er. Medicaid helps ensure they keep
their health coverage when they move.
Without it, children might go to the
emergency room for costly care that
could have occurred before it became
urgent because there was a better
option. Use of the ER is not only more
expensive for hospitals and taxpayers,
it also means the kids aren't getting
the timely care they deserve.

Research shows that children with
consistent Medicaid coverage are more
likely to receive timely diagnoses and
treatments, less likely to visit emergen-
cy rooms unnecessarily and are health-
ier overall. Medicaid cuts limit access
to critical healthcare, worsen children’s
physical and mental health, cause.
them to fall behind in school, act out
more, and not get the help they need
with learning problems and mental
health issues, all which have long-term
societal costs.

Investments in Medicaid now can have
long-term benefits that reduce future
healthcare costs. For example, early
investments in children’s preventative
care can prevent chronic health issues
later in life by catching health prob-
lems early and reducing the need for

(cont’d on page £)
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564 Forbes Avenue
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219

(cont'd from page 3)

more expensive treatments
later and managing chronic
conditions such as asthma and
diabetes. This can also help
keep parents employed and
productive since they’'ll need
to take less time off to care for
their children.

Given the high needs of the
children that we serve, any
reduction on care can have
lasting consequences for their
well-being and future pros-
pects. For CASA kids, Medicaid
is more than just insurance.
It's a pathway to a brighter
future.

Vfpac ™

Melissa Protzek, Esq.
Executive Director
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EVERY CHILD
DESERVES A
CHAMPION!

The challenges of youth in the family court sys-
tem and foster care are well known. We stand
beside them in being trusted adults, advocates
for their best interest and champions for their
medical, educational, and behavioral health
needs. CASA volunteers make a life-chang-

ing difference because all children deserve a
hopeful future, support and knowing they are
valued. If you have ever considered helping a
child, now is the right time to lean in and learn
more. https://pgh-casa.org/volunteer/#start

CASA OF
ALLEGHENY
COUNTY
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Melissa Protzek, Esq.
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Barrett Mitchell, Esq.
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Michael Kirk, CPA
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